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We then as Workers together with 
him, beſeech ye alſo, that ye 
receive not the Grace of God in 

vain. 


— wn > - 
— — 


AV, in this Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, generally urges 
all his Exhortations, Reproots, 
and Admonitions in the Name 
of the whole Miniſtry of Chriſt. And 
in the Verſes foregoing the Text, he ac- 
quaintsWemwith the great Authority they 
were enftuſted with, even that of being 
the Embaſſadors of Chriſt : Telling them, 
that they in Chriſt his {read did beſecch 
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- a "them to teform their Les, and accept 
3 Recoreſhation to ek God mvited 
* WM upon the Toll Fottered by hin: 
© a and that becauſe itt, who Rnem 10 
Sin; bad heco 5 Sacrifice to purge 
them ftom their 5. to the intent that 
thereby they g of tbe changed from Sin 


Bp to 4 els: „ and be Juſtified of 
15 = ow 

m— Here ", e, in the Name of the 5 
__— "Sh \ Wiltry | of Chriſt, he beſeech' 
\'j _ Wt ſince now the accepted Tine. 
4 is, e their Sins are once frech for- 


35 % they would not relapſe into eber F. 
A former e. evil Courſe of Life, nor friſttate ¶ Wor 
-the, gracious Mercies of Cod, in per O 
mitting the Goſpel to be caſt away upon bis C 
them: By the Word Grace bei gzmeant W cnou 
the Goſpel, in ition to he Ma- of t! 
ſaical Law, as Rom. 6. A. Where having imigh 
ſbcwn the Neceſlity of theiriwing:righ-I of © 
teouſſy and godlily, he adds this Re 
For he are * vue ** , ; | 
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Fr, Endeavduri to ſhow, who ate 
eee ber | 


to be terined 
With God. 
þ Sandy, How it is that yy the 
Holy Miniſtry ought to be Work- 
Jets together with God.” N 


Hearers, that they receive not the 
| Grace of God in van. 


Fr Who are to 1 5 termed the 
Workers together with Gods” 6 


Our Saviour Chriſt having cſabliſhed | 
bis Church on Earth, did nor thin K 1 
enough barely to Rare us the es 


of the New Teſtament, to which we 


might have recourſe fos: the Regulation 
of our Lives, and the proper Way | to 
lead us to nent Salvation, though they 
are the moſt precious Treaſure in the 
whole World; but he likewiſe appoint- 


ed and eſtabliſhed mant Sacred Orders 
of 
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c others for the ſame Purpoſe that 5. 


c proper for the Service of them”: And 


6 A Viſitation Sermon. 


of Miniſters, to be aſſiſting in that me 
mentous Concern, the promoting th 
Salvation of Souls; to preach and en- 
force the ſaving Truths of the Goſpel; 


to convert Sinners unto God, and to 


gain ſincere Believers to Jeſus Chriſt. i 5 
In order thereunto, he firſt appointed : 
the Twelve Apoſtles, to whom he gay N 
the ſame Power which he himſelf had [ 7 
'receiv'd from the Father, telling them, 1 * 
John 20. 21. As my Father ſent me, — 
ſend T you; i.e. © A free and full Com. poſ 


© miſſion I give unto you, for ſending 


« your ſelves were ſent; to plan 
c Churches, to confirm ſuch as had beer 
cc admitted into them by Baptiſm, and re 
c gulate all Matters belonging thereuntoM 
cc and to Ordain and Conſtitute Miniſter 


ſo for them to conſtitute others for 1 hg 

0 Perſo1 
continual Supply and Succeſſion ; he hai full 
ving promiſed to be with them unto tue 
End of the World. A ſufficient Proof, ate 


that what the Apoſtles themſelves inſtitu 


ted, was to hold good as long as the 
Church 
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Church of Chriſt endured ; the Promiſe 
not being made to them only, but to 
their Succeſſors; not ro their immediate 
Perſons alone, but to the Office, which 

olpel Wiz for ever to be continued. 
nd toll Next to the Apoſtles, he conſtituted 
iſt. Wie Seventy, Luk ho were in- 
e Seventy, Luke 10. 1. who were in 
ferior to the Apoſtles, being Coadjutors 


t mo 
g th 
d en- 


ointed 


ow o them, attending them in their Travels, 
, ſome of them did St. Peter from oppa 
Te | o Ceſarea Out of which Number likes 


viſe St. Matthias was choſen into the 


* poſtleſhip of Judas. Theſe obcyed 
A , he Apoſtles Orders in going to Churches 


t a great Diſtance, where-ever they ſent 
hem. Among theſe, ſome were Evans 
geliſts, ſome Prophets, and ſome Teach» 
ts; and thus we find different Orders 
pppointed by Chriſt himſelf in his 
Church. | 

And as the Apoſtles, repreſenting the 
erſon of Chriſt after his Aſcenſion, had 
full Power over all things belonging to 
his Church, and were under the imme- 


liate Direction of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
did 


plant 
d beer 
and re 
reunto, 
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did in an extraordinary manner enlighten 
and aſſiſt them in all things relating to 
the well ordering of it; ſo the Officer; 
inſtituted by them, muſt of Neceſſity be 
agreeable to the Will of God, and that 
Form of Miniſtry which we and every 
Church of Chriſt are obliged to main: 
tain, So that if Epiſcopal Juriſdiction, 
and the different Orders of Biſhops, 
Prieſts, and Deacons, were founded by 
Chriſt and the Apoſiles; then is our 
Form of Church-Government Regular 
and of Divine Authority ; and we, who 
are admitted into theſe Sacred Orders. the 
true Miniſtry, and Workers together 
with God; and conſequently all that ſe- 
parate from our Communion, as diſap. 
proving {ſuch Orders, and ſetting up 1a 
Parity of Miniſters in Oppoſition to 
them, are guilty of a wicked and ground- 
leſs Schiſm. Now that the Apoſtles, 
who were themſelves Biſhops at large of 
the Chriſtian Church, did, after their 
Maſter's Example, inſtitute Biſhops, i: 
plain: For St. James the Juſt was conſe- 
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crated the firſt Biſhop of Jeruſalem by 
St. Feter and St. John, not without the 
particular, Direction of our Saviour, as 
ſome think. And when he was mar 
red under the Reign of Nero, Symeon he 
Son of Cleophas was appointed to {ucceed 
him by the ſame Apoſtles : And St. Peter 
the firſt Biſhop of Rome, was ſuccceded 
by Linus. It would be tedious and 
needleſs to bring any more Examples of 
this Nature; but it will plainly appear 
to thole that examine Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
ory, that the Apoſiles Power was tranſ- 
mitted to certain Perſons, whom they 
choſe for their Succeſſors, and whom 
They called Biſhops. For indeed the 
ame of Apoſtles was appropriated to 
the firſt Twelve and their Contempora- 
ies, not being continucd to others after 
eit Death, through a grand Venc1a= 
jon paid to als Memories. An Order 
bus eſtabliſh'd at firſt by the Authority 
of Chriſt, and afterwards by that of the 
oly Ghoſt, leading the Apoſtles 1 into all 
Truth, and directing them in all Eccleſi- 
B aſtical 
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bliſhed by this Authority for the Govern- 


Lord ſaw the great Suitableneſs, Uſeful. 


aſtical Affairs: An Order, I fay, eſta- 


Pres| 
Acts 
and 
and 
Chur 
neſs, and Neceſſity of it, for the good ſided 
Order and Edification of his Church, all th 
before he appointed it; and upon 2 Tl 
competent Trial and Probation, promi. Char, 
ſed to be preſent with it to the End eve. 
the World. He intended a perperual So th 
Continuation thereof, and defign'd it ¶ by or 
a Proviſion no leſs for After-times, than one 
for the Apoſtolical Age. They there hon 
fore who endeavour to aboliſh this Holy Biſho} 
Order, are Enemies ro Chriſt and hi Metrc 
Inſtitution , impoling on us, inftcaf which 
thereof, the vain Contrivances and fodlfÞjare wi 
iſh inventions of Men. herein 
The next Order to Biſhops was tha for r. 
of Prieſts. When the Apoſtles dividd} ſtors. 


ment of Chriſt's Kingdom upon Earth, 
can be abrogated by no Power leſs than 


that which at firſt eſtabliſhed it. Our 


among themſelves the different Parts q An. 
the World, for the better Propagation QF cumcil 
the Goſpel, they ordained Elders, i. Elders 

Presb ſemble 


eſta. A Viktation-S CY HAM. II 


vern-  Presbyters or Pricſts in every Church, 
arth, 40 14. 23. afligning to each the Place 
than and Church he ſhould attend upon, 
Our and appointing one Chief or Mother- 
ſeful-M Church, where the Biſhop perſonally re- 
good ſded, to have Rule and Authority over 
arch MW all the reſt. 

don all Thus the Spirit of God directs his 
"rom Charge by St. 70hn, in the ad of the 
End off Rexel. to e Biſhop of Epheſus: 
petualſſſ So that here Epiſcopacy is approved of 
d it aW by our Saviour himſelf, and that not in 
„ thanſſone of his Apoſtles, but in Timothy, 
there whom St. Faul had conſtituted Angel or 
s Hoh Biſhop of the Church of Epheſus, the 
nd bi Metropolis of the Proconſular Aſia, in 
inſteal which Circuit the Seven Churches, which 
d fool are written to in this Chapter, lay: and 
herein he is commended as a Biſhop, 
tor rejecting thoſe that were Impo- 


as thi 

divide tors. 

Parts i And when a Diſpute aroſe about Cir- 

ation ¶ cumciſion, St. Paul and many of the 

ers, i. Elders went to Jeruſalem, and were aſ- 

presbſ ſembled before St. James, as the Dioce- 
B 2 ſan 
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ſan of the Place, whole Sentence in the ] it ap 
Caſe was decilive, Acts 21. 23. ed 1 
Titus, who was Ordained Bishop of Y Wo! 
Crete by St. Paul, is ordered by him to 
regulate all Matters belonging to the T 
Church, and to Ordain Prieſts or Elders © ptar: 
for this Cauſe, ſays he, left I thee in Crete il Acts 
to Ordain Elders in every City. Titus 1. 5 Apo 
And Timothy only (without any no- verlſc 
tice taken of the Conſiſtory of Presby-Mſ rity, 
ters being join'd with him) had the Faitl 
Charge given him of receiving Accuſai: ¶ whic 
ons againſt Elders, and the laying on a toma 
Hande. And when he is ordered to keep} Goſj 
the Commandments without Stain or Co th. 
ruption (1 Tim. 6. 14.) till the Coming ferio 
of Chriſt, it muſt be underſtood, tha Thre 
he ſhou'd adhere to the Goſpel and 0% Eſtal 


ders of Chriſt without Mixture of u Deac 
ſound Doctrine; and that this is an In V 
ſtruction not to him only, but to la warr 
even to the End of the World, for a them 
that were to ſucceed in the Epiſcopal St. 1 


Function; for he could not live ti St. p 
Chriſt's Second Coming: So that hereb Epiſt 
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it appears, the Office was to be continu- 


ed in lawſul Succeſſors as long as the 
World endured. 


The next Order that we find in Scri- 
pture, is that of the Seven Deacons, 
Acts G. where they were Ordained by the 
Apoſtles, and appointed by them as O- 
verſeers of the Diſtribution of the Cha- 
rity, which was collected among the 
Faithful for the Relief of the Poor; of 
which Number was St. Stephen the Pro- 
tomartyr, and Philip that preached the 
Goſpel to the Eunuch of the Queen of 
Ethiopia : Which Order, as it was in- 
ferior to that of Prieſts, makes up the 
Three diſtinct Orders retained in our 
Eſtabliſh'd Church, Biſhops, Prieſts, and 
Deacons. 

Which Three Orders, as they are 
warranted by Holy Writ, ſo do we find 
them continued in the Primitive Church. 
St. Ignatius, who was a Diſciple of 
St. John, and Biſhop of Antioch, in his 
Epiſtles directed to ſeveral Churches, 

* diſtin« 
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* diſtinguiſhes theThree Orders of Biſhops, 


Prieſts, and Deacons: And when he was 
carried from Antioch to Rome to be mar- 


tyred, he writ to his Clergy at Antioch (if 


thatEpiſtle be Genuine) ||to feed hisFlock, 
till God ſhould ſhew unto them him that 
ſhould rule over them after his Death. 
Thus, as we find the Epiſcopal Function 
and Authority over the reſt of the Cler- 
gy inſtituted by Chriſt and the Apoſtles, 
and exerciſed in the Primitive Times; 
ſo has there been an uninterrupted Suc- 
ceſſion continued down to our own Age. 
And it can no ways be made appear, 


| % O ele EmnTzoTs x, aptrCurtets M Mb Tega3or N 
Zr s See 6 Ty cube dhe. Viz, He that does any thing 
without the Biſhop, and Presbyters, and Deacons, is not pure in hi; 
-Conſcience. Ignat. Ep. ad Trall. 5. 7. 1 | 
Meme. 21 d lor mot Ts MTKOTE UPS, X, e ν,ẽu d- 
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gether with your moſt wor thy Biſhw, and the well-wrought Spiritual 
Crown of your Presbytery, and your Deacons, which are according to God. 
Ep. ad Magnel. S. 18. 
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8 T5 per Corres. 66) mts, Nene. Tis g Nawres errpimit 
g Oe ey. Ad Smyrn. 5. 8. 

Exe wv —_— 2 Net Ad u,νj T4 A E toh kr 4 Br 
4ubre, O ap29CvTioor dir Bilars x} 'Ammovis , x, Te guns 
A I Oe ee 
|} Or mpenCymrcyt, miyudvary m6 e wiv moithriov, bas & lei 
& Ses J NN dpyerr van. Ep. ad Antioch, 


that 


ur. 
| thy a1 
with 
SCF 
| is pl. 
| 4, 5. 
the 
Prad 


1OPs, 
Was 
mar- 
þ (if 
lock, 
that 
cath, 
ction 
Cler— 
ſtles, 
mes ; 
| Suc- 
Age. 


pcar, 


3.25 ον 75 
any thing 
re in his 


Gus d- 
WG! 0 Ti- 
* Spiritual 
ing to God. 


ul NI el, 
rin 


Gf Br 


Tu Jus 


A Viſitation-Sermon. 13 


that mere Presbyters had the Power ei- 
ther of Ordination or Confirmation with- 
out the Biſhop. On the contrary, when 
mention is made in Scripture of rhe Ad- 
miniſtration of either of them, it is 
ſaid that they were perform d by the A- 
poſtles. Thus Confirmation, by laying 
on of Hands after Baptiſm, was per- 
form'd at Samaria by St. Peter and St. John, 
at Epheſus by St. Paul. (Ac, 8. the 7 
Aeg 19. 5, 6.) Thus Eccleſiaſtical Offi- 


| cers were ordained by the ſame Sacred 
| Order of Men. For Inſtance: The Dea- 
cons were brought before the Apoſtles, 
and ordam'd by them, AGs 6. 6. We 
| find the Apoſtles, Faul and Barnabas, or- 
| daining Presbyters or | Elders in every 
| Church. Aci 14. 23. And that ITimo- 
| thy and Titus were not conſecrated Biſhops 
| without the putting on of the Hands of 
St. Faul, and Authority given by him, 
| is plain from 2 Tim. 1. 6. and Ti, 1. 
| 4, 5. This is the Scripture-Account of 


the Exerciſe of thele Powers, this the 


Practice which the Church of God has 


8 7 i 
vet dg! N 


that 


always 


8 


a ” 4 — ＋ 808 = — 
3 „ „„ * . oo 
4 17 3 2 5 a I - 4 = 


IRE Es - xa 
_—_ — SF my l * - 


as 5 1 
— 


16 A Viſtation-Sermin. 

always obſerv'd in theſe Matters, and 

which our Church uſes and retains to To 

this very Day. Head, 
And we may obſerve, that in other Time, 

Reform'd Churches, where Presbytery ibo 

has prevail'd, Epiſcopal Juriſdiction was ſecrat 


40 not rejected thro any Diſlike to that Nie O 
* Order or Office; but becauſe the Biſhops, they 1 
117 in thoſe Places, adhered to the Pope's eur! 
4 Authority, and would not admit of the cal 

had Reformation: So that rather than lic wer 
+5 under the Slavery of the Roman Yoke, hem ; 
bl they inſtituted their Church-Government hep fe 
1 5 without the Aſſiſtance of that Sacred Hor ſin 
* Order. And when ſeveral that had em- poſt] 
Ko braced the Reformed Religion fled out (cllors 
wes: of this Kingdom from the Perſecution in {2019 
* Queen Mary's Time, at their Return they tle o 
\ Fa pleaded for, and endeavoured to ſet up, Ee ha 
Wet: that Diſcipline, which they had ſeen, his Pa 
135 and fancied, and been habituated to in Nceſi 
1 other Reformed Churches; which gave uſir 
78 Riſe to the Presbyterian Diſcipline here, Ind the 
+488 and to our unhappy Diviſions in the ally a 
13 Church of Eugland. ' Ord, 
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To apply what has bcen ſaid on this 
Head. As none but the Apoſtles in their 
\ther Time, and thoſe that were conſecrated 
Biſhops by them, had a Power of con- 
ſecrating their Succeflors and conferring 
that the Orders of Prieſts and Deacons ; ſo 
they that take this high Office and Ho- 
our upon themſ Ives, without being du- 
f the Wy call'd and ordain'd thereto, uſurp a 

e Wower which was never granted unto 
hem ; not entring in by the Door of ihe 
hheep fold, but climbing up ſome other way. 
or ſince Chriſt delivered his Keys to the 
Apoſtles, and the Apoſtles to their Suc- 
cllors duly appointed, but, for a Reaſon 
entioned before, diſtinguiſhed by the 
Iitle of Biſhops; and ſince mere Presby- 
ers have no Authority granted them, in 
his Particular, by the Apoſtles or their 
puccetiors, nor Warrant from Scripture 
br uſing it; but the Preſence of a Biſhop, 
Ind the Laying on of his Hands, is eſſen- 
ally neceſſary for the conferring of Ho- 
Orders; let them not preſume to take 
In Honour upon themſelves, to which 
ey can bring no ſufficient Proof of their 
C being 
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4 
3 
4 8 x 2 2 


being called of God: For ſo doing, they 
prove themſelvcs, and thoſe they ordain, 
the Men that run, 1h God ſent them noi; 
and that propheſy, tho" God ſpake not unt 
them, Jer 23. 21. Chriſt commend; 
his Chulch, Rev. 2. 2. for not bearing 
with, but caſting out thoſe that were 
cvil, ſuch as maintained manifeſt Error 


and Hercſics, who atlumed the Apoſto. 


for the 
on, Al 
Peace, 
a by 1 
and hi 
er of 
hop 


particu 


| eto tab! 
lical Authority, but upon Examination n 
as : Ar ro les | 

were ſo far from bemg Apoſtles, that orceal 


they were found Lyars. Let thole then 
who oppoſe that Government whichChril 
and his Apoſtles have inſtituted, ſcarch 
the Scriptures, and {ec how tlieſe Pradtica 
are authorized from them. From thence 
it is that they are to look for cternal Lite 
and they are they which witne ſs again 


iules 

but tl 
hurch 
f Ch. 
ucceſle 


e Tri 


y ch 
them: They are clear enough to ſheu IPA 
whether their Doctrine may, by ju * 


Conſequence, be gathered from then FR 
or not: They are to be our Rule in . 1 
controverted Points; and they that wi 


God 

ſtop their Ears, and ſhur their Fe, 

agaipſt the Light thercof, mult exp, the; 

no further Conviction. As well h 
if 
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hey for the avoiding of Schiſm and Confuſi- 


am, Fon, and for the Preſervation of Unity, 
not , Peace, and good Order in the Church, 
uno e by the Example and Decrces of Chriſt 
ends and his Apoſtles, was the peculiar Pow- 
ner of Ordaining Miniſters committed to 
wereWiſhops only: And as all Power, in that 
ro articular, aſſumed by others, is unwar- 
poſivr antable and unlawtul ; fo is their Ordi- 
atonation void and null, as being ncither 
„ chat wreeable to the 8 Scriptures, nor to the 
0 then wules and Practice of the Apoltles. 
Chil: the Miniſters of our Fſtabliſh'd 
hurch are built upon this Foundation 


ſcarch 


adio Chriſt and his Apoltles and their 
thence ucceſſors, and may therefore juſtly aſſert 
al LW Truth of their Million, and law- 


again ly challenge to themſelves the Chara- 
O ſhew er of the undoubted Miniſtry of Chriſt, 
by Vrording to the Holy Scriptures. They 
thence d the Head (Col. 2. 19.) from which 
le in "Wc Nouriſhment of the Grace and Spirit 
_ God is communicated to, and by 
bir e 


em. As therefore God wk; in us 


© ex the internal Operations of his Holy 


cl ” £7: 3 Spirit, 
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Spirit, convincing our Conſciences, en- 
lightening our Minds, kindling in us 


heavenly Affections, and directing and 
bleſſing our Labours; lo muſt we che- 


riſh all good Motions of the Holy * 


and be Workers together with God, 
promoting the great and Glorious Deen 


of the Goſpel. Which brings me to 
the Second Hcad I was to treat of : vix, 


Secondly, How it is that we of the 
Holy Miniſtry ought to be Workers to- 
gether with God. 

And here I ſhall inſiſt upon theſe twe 
Particulars only: We muſt work tog 
ther with God, 

ſt, By Preaching and explaining the 
Saving Truths of the Golpel, and ma 
king free Offers of the Mercies of God 
auh, By boldly rebuking all ungod 
ly Perſons, and confuting all Gainſayet 
— N 
1. As God has committed to our Tru 
his moſt Excellent Goſpel; to muſt v 
acquit our ſelves as Faithful Stewards e 
his Holy My ſterics, urging the Savil 
Tull 


en- 


n us 
and 
che- 
pirit, 
d, in 
eſign 
le £0 
Div. 


of the 


ers to- 


Ce two 
; toge 


ing thi 
1d ma 
f God 
ungod 
inſayel 


ar T 
nuſt v 
vards ( 
, Savin 


Trutl 


Truths of the Goſpel to our Hearers with 
the ſtrongeſt Arguments, ſetting them in 
the brighteſt Light, and repreſenting 
them in the greateſt Beauty and Excel- 
lency, worthy to captivate all Hearts 
unto them, and worthy of the joyful 
Acceptation of all People. For the 
Heart of Man is naturally indiſpoſed for 
the right Perception of Divine Truths, 
and his Affections are remiſs and drow- 
zy in the mighty Concerns of God and 
his Soul ; wherefore we are appointed by 
God Inſtructors of his People ; for the 
Frieſts Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and 
the Feople muſt ſeek the Law at their 
Mouth : for they are the Meſſengers of the 
Lord of Hoſts. Mal. 2. 7. 

And as we are to urge the Neceſſity 
of Obedience to God's Holy Laws, in 
order to their future Salvation; ſo are 
we to make free Offers of the Mercy 
and Grace of God to all Faithful Be- 
lievers; to make free Invitations, in the 
Name of Chriſt, to all Sinners to come 


and partake of the Benefits of his Death 
and 
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and Paſſion ; who will certainly make 
them good to all true Believers: Where- 
fore ſays the Apoſtle, We pray ye in Chriſt 
his ſtead, be ye reconciled to God. It is 
certain, no Sinner can periſh for want of 
Proviſic ion made by God for his Salvation, 
but by his own Wilfulneſs and Impeni- 
tency. For Sinners do not periſh, be- 
cauſe God will not be reconciled to 
them, or becauſc they cannot be ſaved; 
but becauſe they will not take care to 
reconcile themſelves to him, and refuſe 
to comply with the proper Means for 
Salvation. This is the true State of the 
Caſe between God and Sinners : They 
have to do with a very gracious and for- 
giving Lord; but they often reccive this 
Grace of Gad-3 in vain, and grow old in 
their Wickedneſs. Theſe we mult 1ntreat 
to come into aState of Reconciliation with 
God : ; being the Servants whom the King 
ſent to invite Gueſts to his Feaſt, and to 
call upon and preſs them that are bidden, 
that they would not neęlect nor thruſt 
from themſelves the kind Invitation of 
the 
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7: the Lord, giving a full Aſſurance of a 
#þ gracious Reception and Entertainment, 
and letting them know the Danger of 
rejecting his kind Offers unto them, and 
incurring his high Diſpleaſure. Let all 
them then, that labour and are heavy la- 
den, come unto Chriſt, and he will give them 
Reſt. Thele Things are we to publiſh in 
the moſt lively manner, that poor Souls 
periſh not, nor die in their Sins, for want 
of the Knowledge of the Proviſion of 
Grace, which God has made for all ſuch 
as heartily turn and come to him. 

2dly, We muſt rebuke with all Au— 
thority the Ungodly, and confute all 
Schiſmaticks and Hereticks ; that what 
we urge may be receiv'd, net as the 
| Words of Men, but as they are in Truth 
the Words of God; wherefore ſays 
our Saviour, he that deſpiſeth) you, deſpi- 


ſeth him that ſent me. We muſt not then 
have ſuch Reſpect for the Perſons of 
Men, as to ſuffer them to affront God, 
and violate his Commands, without 


giving 


ſeth me; and he that deſpiſcth me, deſpi- 
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giving them a ſeaſonable Check and Re- 
proof: The World is too much inclined 
to Wickednels, it needs no Encourage- 
ment thereto, and the leaſt Connivance 
is generally taken as an Approbation; 
and ſo far as we neglect to ſtand in the 
Gap, and oppoſe the furious Torrent of 
Prophanenels and Immorality, fo far ſhall 
we be thought to approve of it, and 
ſwim with the Tide, and be Partakers of 
other Men's Sins; an Indifterency or 
Compliance in ſuch Cafes being of very 
dangerous Conſequence. 

And as on oneSide, we are to declare the 
great Mercy of God to all Penitents ; ſo on 
the other hand, muſt we take care not to 
encourage any groundleſs Hope of Salva- 
tion, having Reſpect unto the Perſons of 
Men, and proffering them Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs upon any other Terms, than 
what we have very good Warrant from 
Scripture for; ſaying, Peace, when there is 
no Peace Baalam-\ike, ſtretching our 
Commiſſion beyond the Intent and De- 
ſign of it, widening that Way to com- 

prehend 


ſtand 


(rue 


Warn! 
they 1 
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muſt « 
and Sc 
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e. prehend great Crowds of Sinners, which 
ed Chriſt has chalked out narrow for the 
gen Upright only to walk in, thereby de- 
acc I ceiving Mens Souls, betraying our Truſt 
n, and the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
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the But more particularly muſt we with- j 
t of ſtand, and, as much as in us lies, put 5 
hall N to Silence, all thoſe that ſpeak againſt the 9 
and W uue Faith of Chriſt; and tho? we can- 10 
's of Woot expect our Endeavours in this Kind [: 
r Whould wotk effectually on all; yet when El 
very ve, as careful Watchmen, have given lt 

warning, and performed our Part, then (9 


e the they that ſtop their Ears like the deaf 


o on Adder, and refuſe to obey the Truth, 
9 to Wnuſt ex pect that their Obſtinacy, Hereſy 
alva- 


and Schiſm will riſe up againſt them at 
ns of Ithe latter Day: But we ſhall have deli- 
and Nvered our own Souls. Many would not 
than hearken to Chriſt and his Apoſtles in 
from their Days, neither will they hearken 
vere is Io his Miniſters now; but they that 
g Our eject them, reycct God and his Gra- 
d De ¶ious Ordinance. For as God in the firſſ 


_ imes ſpoke to his People by Angels, 
chen | D and 
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and under the Law by Moſes and his 
Prophets, and under the Diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel by our Saviour and his A. 
poſtles: So does he now {peak by us hi: 
Miniſters ; whom if they reject and heark- 
en not to, neither will they be convin- 
ced tho' a Meſlenger be {ent unto than 
from the Dead. 

To us therefore it belongs to give Di. 
ligence, that we be ſuch Faithful Stew: 
ards of, the Myſteries of Chriſt, as to 
anſwer the great Deſign of his 'baving 
eſtabliſh'd ſuch a Miniſtry on Farth; 
that ſince he has ſet ns over his Houſhcld 
we may give them their Spiritual Meat 


in due Seaſon: Praying that his Hoh 5 
Word may be ſo ingrafted 1 in the Hear 8101 
of all People, that it may become livin * : 
Food to their Souls ; that they may em f * 
brace, and ever hold faſt the Hope « 8 
everlaſting Lite, by duly uſing and in gau 
Proving the Grace of God, and not 1 ſt 
celving it in vain, Which is the Thi 1 

and laſt Head I am to ſpeak to, wiz. 3 


Third. 
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Thirdly, To exhort and caution our 
re, 1 55 they receive not the Grace 
Gall in vain. I do therefore moſt 
Artieſtly beſecch them, in the Name of 
God, that they would not fruſtrate, nor 
make void is themſelves ſo excellent a 


Revelation; but that they would fo hear, 


as to be Partakers of all the Comforts 
and Hopes of the Goſpel, and have a 
right in all the Promiſes thereof. Now 
People receive the Grace of God in vain, 
and loſe the Benefit of the Golpecl ſeves 
ral ways. 

1. There be ſeveral in theſe our Days, 


which make a Mock and Scott at Reli- , 


gion, coming to hear the Word of God, 
not thro? any good Delign of improving 
thereby, or being reconciled to the 
wholeſome Rules of Religion, but ha- 
ving their Fars heavy, and their Eyes 
ſhut againſt the Light of the Goſpel, 
leſt they 
hear with their Ears, and underſtand with 
their Heart, and be converted. Such were 


D 2 the 


ould ſee with their Eyes, and 
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the Athenians who came out of Curi- 
oſity to hear St. Faul, but gave themſelves 
up to nothing but to rattle, or to hear 
ſome new thing, (Ads 17. 21.) reviling 
him as a Babler, and a Setter forth of 
new Doctrines, and ſtrange Gods: And 
ſeveral now, feigning themſelves Juſt 
Men, come to hear, as the Pee 
and Lawyers did Chriſt, to take hold of 
his Words, to entangle him in his Talk, 
and make him an Offender againſt the 
Law : But they who oppoſe and ſpeak 
evil of the Truth ſhall receive their Re- 
ward, bringing upon themſelves {wilt 


Deſtruction. 

2. Others there be which hear the 
Word, but their Hearts are not duly pre- 
pared * the Entertainment of ſuch a 
Gueſt, wherefore it takes no Root in 
their Souls, but is as Seed ſown by the 
High-way, where the Enemy of Souls 


catcheth it from them, as the Fowls of 


the Air do the looſe and uncovercd 
Corn. Such an one was Felix the Go- 
vernor, who when St. Paul talked of Righ- 
teouſneſs and Judgment, was conſcious 

ro 
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1- Þ to himſelf of his wicked Life, and even 
es If trembled thereat ; but was not at all 
ar changed in the inner Man, nor reformed 
ns WM thereby. And ſuch an one was Herod, 
who often heard John the Baptiſt gladly, 
and reformed many things for his Sake; 

but impriſoned him for his courageous 


ces Wricbuking of him for taking to himſelf 
of lis Brother Philip's Wife; and ſacrificed 
Ik; Num at laſt to the Malice of a revenge- 
the Hal Woman. 


cak 3. Others there be rhat receive the 
Re- WCoſpel with a willing and chearful 
Heart, but do not conſider the Difficul- 
y of the Work, nor the many Encoun- 
ters they maſt meet with in the Warfare 
it Chriſt : They look only on the eaſy 
ud pleaſant Part of Religion, not com- 
uting what Self-denial, what Strugglings 
the ich their head-ſtrong Wills and Appe- 
Souls es, and what Temptations of the 


Is of World they muſt engage with ; where- 
ercd re not being duly prepared and forti- 
Go- Wd, when Vice preſents it ſelf charming 
igh» I enticing to them, or Religion is 
jous Fought into Contempt, Diſgrace, or 

to Per- 
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Perſecution ; they are affrighted at the 
Danger, ind turn back from making 4 
any farther Progreſs in their Chriſtian 3 
Duty. Such an one was the young Man 4 5 
in the Goſpel, who would willingly 


tra 


have been reconciled to the Command- ure 
ments of Chriſt ; but they taught him to wy 
deny theſc worldly Pleaſures, and to ll 
part with his darling Riches here upo n 2 
Earth for the Kingdom of Chriſt, which 10 5 
he had too great a Share of, and roo r 
fond an Affection for, ever to renounc ® 1 
for any heavenly Tracſare 3 for he we ob 
away ſorrowful, becauſe he bad great Fi Ns 
ſeſſrons. Thus Demas, after he had bee lect. 
a Fellow-Labourer with St. Paul, forſoo 2 - 
him, and embraced this preſent World ul 
Thus ſeveral, becauſe they cannot rea , = 
Heaven without great Self-denial, an 46 
Loſs of their worldly Goods, loſe th 50 by 
Benefit of the Mercy and Grace of G0 22 
4thly and Laſily, Others fruſtrate! "we? 
themſelves the glorious Defign of . my 7 


Goſpel, by complying with great M. 


in unlawful Matters, or a Religion cc 
| - 03 tr 


here 
ſerve 
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t the ttary to their Conſcience. Thus we find 
king the great Cardinal Woolſey, when in Di(- 
iltian grace, complaining that he had wholl 

Man ſubmitted himſelf to the Will and Plea- 
ingly fare of his Prince ; that he had been al- 
mand ways glad to pleaſe him, even before God, 
um tog whom he ought moſt chiefly, and above 
nd to all, to have honoured and obeyed ; which 
ufo then he repented of, and declared him- 
wh elf fully perſuaded, that had he but 
nd tool ferved God as diligently as he had ſer- 


noun ved his King, he would not have forſa- 
de VE ken him in his Grey Hairs. Thus when 
ere Masman was cleanſed of his Leproſy, he 
1 Cel 


declares he would not thenceforth offer 


forſoc any Burnt-Offering or Sacrifice to any 
Woll other God, but the Lord of Hoſts; yet 
f prays herein, Lord, be merciful unto 
1al, all 


thy Servant, that when my Maſter goeth 


into the Houſe of Rimmon to worſhip there, 


loſe tl 
of G0 


ſtrate ¶ in the Houſe cf Rimmon, the Lord be mer- 
1 of t ciful unto thy Servant in this thing. He 
cat here acknowledges, and is willing to 
gion d ſerve the true God, but chuſes at the 


im lame 


and leaneth on my Hand, and I bow my ſelf 
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ſame time rather to be an Aſſiſtant at the 
Idolatrous Worſhip, than forfeit the Fa. 
vour of his Prince : And many there be 
who will bow down unto Baal, and wor— 
ſhip Rimmon, rather than tink from their 
Worldly Grandeur, letting the good Mo- 
tions of the Holy Spirit and the Grace of 
God be fruſtrated and become fruitleſ:, 

Having thus pointed our {ome of the 


moſt common Ways whereby Men uſu- 


ally fruſtrate the Grace of God, I be 


ſecch you to look upon your ſelves as in 


ſome degree cautioned and warned againſt 
them. Be not led into the Error of the 


Wicked, to join with them in any wat: 


ton Scoffing at Religion, nor ſutfer you: 
Hearts to be barred againſt receiving the 
Truth in the Love of it, by any Preju- 
dices or evil Diſpoſitions of your Minds: 
But root out all ſuch accurſed Weed, 
that the free Soil may cheriſh the good 
Seed ; and count the Coſt of your Work 
before hand, and prepare your Souls tur 
Temptation, that no unexpected Dit}- 
culties may affright you, nor the over 

oo bearing 
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the bearing Authority of Great Men, nor 


Fa-. any other Temptations and Snares of the 
e be World, the Fleſh, or the Devil, may 
wor-W {way you to offend againſt a good Con- 
their ſcience, and receive {o much Grace in 
Mo- vain. 

ce of For be aſſured, you will be called to 


less. give a moſt ſtrict Account, how you 


the have uſed the Graces afforded you; and 
| uit WY chat there is nothing, the Abuſe of which 
bei will be ſo ſeverely puniſhed, as the Abuſe 
as in of Grace. You know we are account- 
gainſt able for the Improvement of all our Ta- 
F the lents, the Strength and Health of our 
Walt Bodics, the Facultics of our Minds, our 
you Wealth, our Time, our Power, Intereſt 


ig the F and Authority in the World; how much 


Preju W more, ſhall we be anſwerable for the due 
kinds: Improvement of God's Grace, which is 
Vecds,W the moſt precious and incſtimable of all 
good his Gifts? The more Grace we have re— 
Work ceiv'd, the greater will be our Condem- 


nation, if we deſpiſe or neglect it; 
which is the Reaſon why wicked Chri- 
> over-Wſtians are to expect a more intolerable 
bearing E. Puniſh- 
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Püniſhment than Jews, or Turks, or In- them, 
fidels. For unto whomſoever anne} is Wewa 
given , of him ſhall much be required. nels, 
ſed, 
Indeed, the Abuſe of Grace implies tern: 
the moſt horrible Contempt of God's in- EWrounc 
finite Love and Goodneſs. It refuſes to Mlerm: 
apply the moſt SOVCrcign Remedy, that Nralled, 
the Almighty Phyſician could preſcribe Wort n 
for the healing of our Souls. It tram- {he haz 
ples under Foot the Blood of the Son of Would 
Cod, and grieves and docs deſpite unto N 
the Spirit of Grace. It ſpurns at the h F 
richeſt and moſt tender Mercies, and re-. Dej 
pays the moſt patient Forbcararice and Whirl: 
Long-ſuffering with innumerable baſe Nemeth 


Provocations. Such Perſons are deaf to 
the moſt moving Calls of God, and re- 


fuſe his moſt Gracious Invitations They 
rejcct all his Counſels, and deſpiſe all 
bi Reproofs. What can be the Conſe- 
quence of this, but final Reprobation, 
and God's withdrawing for ever the Grace 
hey have ſo unworthily flighted? He 

wil ſhut 1 Door of b Mercy againſ 


them, 


ve nes 
One th; 
he me 


. 14 


is 


lies 
in- 
8 to 
that 
*r1be 
ram- 
n of 
unto 
- the 
d re- 
and 
bale 
af to 
id re- 


They 
e all 
;onle- 
ation, 
Grace 
He 
gainſt 
them, 
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them, and give them up to he juſt 
Rewards of their incorrigible Wicked 
jeſs, This Puniſhment of Grace abu- 
ſd, the Author of all Grace, the 
betnal Wiſdom of the Father, by de- 


nounced in the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt | 


Terms, Frov. 1. 24, &c. Becauſe I have 
walled, and ye refuſed ; I have firetched 
mt ny Hande, and no Man regarded : but 
je bawe ſet at nonght all my Connſcl, and 
would none of my Reproof - E alſo will 
gb at your Calamity, I will mock when 
your Fear cometh ; when your Fear cometh 
xs Deſolation, e your De ſirudtion as 4 
hirlwind; when Diſtreſs and Anguiſh 
cometh er you. Then ſhall they call up- 
n me, but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall 
zek me early, but they ſhall not find me. 
T hey ſhall eat gf the Fruit of their own 
, and h fille with their own Devices. 
To conclude then ; 
impoſſible for us to eſcape this Doom, if 
ve neglect ſo great Salvation, let ever 
one that names the Name of Chriſt, give 
he moſt earneſt Hecd to the Calls of 
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God Grace, "that he may not ketelve | 


J in Vain. N Let us o entitely; relign ou 
ſelves to the In flnences of! it, {6 careful! 


follow all its Motions, that it may b. 
the Guide of our Ways, the Rule « 
our Lives, and the Bn Prin ple of al 
our Hons Then ſhall we 508 aRight 


at Our Removal Out of this World, en 
ter into the poſſeſſon of that a 


Immortality, which is now freely offerd 


us by the Glorious Goſpel of our Lord 


and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. To whom wil) 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt be all Honour 
| and Glory both now 200 for ever, Amen. 
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